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Maxine Bédat is the co-founder of Zady.com, a shopping platform and lifestyle destination for the next
generation of consumers who care about the origins of the items they purchase. ZADY is amongst the first
online retailers to seamlessly integrate commerce, rich media content and social media to provide customers
with a dynamic shopping experience. On Zady, customers can learn about the conscious consumer movement
and purchase beautiful goods that were created with craftsmanship and artisanship — qualities that have been
sacrificed in a world of cheap prices and fast production.

With a background in diplomacy and the United Nations, in 2010 while in law school, Maxine established The
Bootstrap Project, an organization dedicated to changing the lives of artisans in developing countries. The origin
of The Bootstrap Project began one year earlier, when Maxine was clerking in Tanzania for the United Nation's
International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda, the court that prosecutes those responsible for the genocide.
Maxine used her free time in Africa to explore, hoping to deepen her understanding of economic development.

Since then, The Bootstrap Project has become a platform for enterprising artisans to learn new skills, expand
their businesses, share their customs and traditions, and revive the world's most beautiful crafts. Five percent
of proceeds from every sale on Zady.com and ZADY's iPad application benefits The Bootstrap Project. Maxine
received her Juris Doctorate degree with honors from Columbia Law School. She lives in New York City with
her husband Stéphane.




